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SCHOOLS IN ELECTORATE OF ALFRED COVE 
Grievance 

DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.17 am]:  My grievance is addressed to the Minister for Education, and 
relates to the plight of schools in my electorate of Alfred Cove, which are being sorely disadvantaged because of 
the lack of funding for urgent maintenance work and basic educational facilities.   

I remind the minister about comments that were made by the Labor Party prior to the last election in a policy 
statement that was titled “investing in our schools”.  It reads -  

An effective learning environment requires that school buildings and facilities be of the highest quality 
and maintained to that quality.  

The policy statement continues -  

The Court Government has forced an increasing dependence on fund raising by parents and school 
communities for the provision of facilities.  This has led to a widening gap between the standard of 
education available in differing socio-economic areas . . . 

Outstanding maintenance in our schools has now reached alarming proportions.  Labor will ensure that 
schools, as valuable public assets, are maintained on a regular basis.  

After more than 14 months in office, there has been little evidence of these laudable policy ideals for the 10 
government schools in my electorate.  How does the lack of funding for these schools fit with the Government’s 
policy statement that -  

Education is a top priority for Labor in government. 

Our public schools, our children and our community suffered as a result of the neglect of education by 
the Court Government  . . .  

Is this not the pot calling the kettle black?   

One of the first things that the minister did when his Government came to office was to slash $450 000 from the 
maintenance budget for the Fremantle district office.  This is the office that is held accountable for school 
funding in my electorate.  Further, the schools in my electorate, as in other electorates, are losing fee payments.  
Would it not have been more just to make more funds available for those who are genuinely in need, rather than 
issuing a blanket statement, the result of which means that some parents who can afford to pay the fees choose 
not to do so?  As a result of the cuts, urgent maintenance needs and the upgrade of classrooms and other facilities 
at schools in my electorate have been dumped and put on the back burner.  I wonder how this sits with Labor’s 
policy statements.   

I will take a closer look at one example in my electorate; that is, the need for a covered assembly area at Attadale 
Primary School.  In the minister’s letter of 8 August he stated -  

As part of the Fremantle Education District Office review of capital work requirements, Attadale 
Primary School was ranked as a number one priority for an undercover area.   

The Fremantle office ranked it No 1 because there were compelling arguments for the school to get a covered 
assembly area that would incorporate a new canteen.  Among the arguments for it were: the school has more 
than 450 students; physical education programs are restricted when the weather is too hot or when it is raining; 
children struggle to find shade in the summer and must sit on rain-swept verandahs in the winter.  As the 
minister was informed by the vice president of the parents and citizens association in September of last year, the 
health inspector informed the school that its canteen was inadequate and barely met health standards.  The 
canteen operates three days a week with volunteers.  It is an integral part of the school.  Parents would be very 
disappointed if the canteen were closed because of health requirements.  I was delighted in August when the 
minister said prior to the budget that the school was ranked No 1 for an undercover area.  I was delighted 
because the school had been fighting tooth and nail for it for many years. 

The letter from the minister to the vice president of the Attadale Primary School Parents and Citizens 
Association after the budget states -  

I understand that the Fremantle District Education Office has recently listed Attadale Primary School a 
priority two in the district for the provision of a covered assembly area. 

Strangely, when the minister announced a few weeks later which schools would get covered assembly areas, he 
named two metropolitan schools - White Gum Valley and Redcliffe Primary Schools.  The minister assured 
Parliament that the decision to provide those two schools with covered assembly areas had nothing to do with the 
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fact that they were in Labor electorates.  The decision to change the priority for the covered area for Attadale 
Primary School from No 1 one month to No 2 the following month makes a mockery of Labor’s policy statement 
“investing in our schools”, which states -  

Labor will ensure funds are allocated to schools on the basis of need. 

The school has other needs in addition to the assembly area.  Unlike the standard school brief, it does not have, 
according to the Attadale Primary School Parents and Citizens Association document, adequate teaching areas, 
activity areas, a purpose-built music room, art and craft room and library.  I do not have the time during this 
grievance to outline all the problems of the other public schools in my electorate.   

I ask the minister to consider the needs of the people at Attadale Primary School because the 44-year-old school 
hall, which was built as a result of funds donated by the parents and citizens association, has extensive glass 
sections that prevent its use for physical education programs, and its floor is highly polished and slippery.  The 
school’s canteen is old and inadequate.  The weather impacts on the available play and lunch areas.  The school 
has a significant enrolment, and according to standard briefs, it is entitled to a covered assembly area. 

MR CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education) [9.26 am]:  This is an interesting grievance, to which it 
is hard to respond.  I have spoken to this member of Parliament about the disgraceful assertions she makes that I 
have somehow politically interfered with the allocation of maintenance funding in Western Australia and her 
electorate to deprive -  

Mr Birney interjected. 

Mr CARPENTER:  The member should ask his leader.  Ministers simply do not do that.   

The member is asserting that I have interfered in the process by which maintenance funding is allocated by the 
department in order to deprive Attadale Primary School and to advantage schools in Labor Party electorates.   

Dr Woollard:  It has gone from a No 1 priority to a No 2 priority in one month. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr CARPENTER:  That assertion implies political corruption, as in the whiteboard issue.  It is preposterous.  
The member has run this line in the local media in Attadale.  It has appeared in the Canning-Melville Times, 
which is also my local newspaper.  When I picked up the newspaper, I read the assertion on the front page that I 
had done the dirty on the people in her electorate.  Of course, whether we like it or not, and whether we deserve 
it or not, members of Parliament are recognised as political leaders in their local communities.  Despite the 
general view of politicians, some people believe what we say.   

Dr Woollard:  Why are you changing the policy? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Alfred Cove! 

Mr CARPENTER:  I have to read the rubbish that the member is peddling in her electorate that the Minister for 
Education is taking money out of Attadale Primary School and putting it into White Gum Valley and Redcliffe 
Primary Schools.  It is outrageous for her to make that assertion.  I have explained to her before the process by 
which the operation works.  It does not involve political interference from me.  I doubt very much whether any 
Minister for Education has ever done the sort of thing she asserts that I am doing.  I am sure that the current 
Leader of the Opposition would never have done it.  I am sure that the former Minister for Education, Hon 
Norman Moore, would never have done it.  I would never do it.  I have just as much interest in the educational 
outcomes of children in Attadale Primary School as I have for my own children at Melville Primary School, the 
children at Willagee Primary School or Rosalie Primary School, where I was yesterday, and those at South Perth 
Primary School, where I yesterday opened a new administrative building.  I do not go around interfering 
politically in the distribution of maintenance funds at that micro level for individual schools.  The member’s 
behaviour astounds me, and sometimes her lack of comprehension completely befuddles me.   

Dr Woollard:  It was priority No 1 one month and the next month priority No 2. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am on my feet in this House of Parliament in Western Australia as a minister of the 
Government telling the member, at the risk of being thrown out of the Parliament for misleading it, that I have 
done nothing to disadvantage Attadale Primary School and would not do anything to disadvantage Attadale 
Primary School; in fact, I am doing everything I can to advantage all primary schools in Western Australia. 

Mr Birney:  A police station was built in your electorate that was not needed. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will stick to the theme of the grievance.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 
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Mr CARPENTER:  I have been in the position of advocating for the allocation of government resources in my 
electorate.  I understand that members do that, and I still do it.  I did that in opposition and I do it in government.  
The member has raised the point about Hilton Police Station.  As a local member of Parliament, I advocate the 
allocation of resources for my electorate.   

Mr Birney:  Did you use your influence as a minister to get the police station? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Kalgoorlie! 

Mr CARPENTER:  I do not expect any minister to do me any special favours because I am a minister of the 
Government.  The member can ask the Premier.  It is damned hard work; in fact, we overcompensate for the fact 
that we are ministers.  I knocked back, through the sport and recreation fund, an application from the Premier’s 
electorate for a $4 million upgrade of its swimming pool.  The Premier swims every day and is running the 
campaign to get the swimming pool upgraded.  My department said no, and of course the Premier was not too 
pleased about that.  That is the way people must work in government.  We must treat all equally.  Not everybody 
in Attadale supports me politically, but that does not mean that I will punish their children.  Of course I do not; I 
want Attadale Primary School to be as good as any other school.  I invite the member to visit other schools in 
Western Australia.  The member for Vasse is not in the Chamber, but the member for Alfred Cove should look at 
some of the schools in his electorate and see how desperately overcrowded they are.  There is a crying need for 
improvements in the schools in his electorate.  I do not say to the member for Vasse that I am not doing anything 
because he is on the other side.  Of course I want the schools in his electorate to be good for the children.   

The Government’s policy provided for an extra $30 million for primary school upgrades in Western Australia.  
The previous Government set aside $40 million for upgrades.  That all went to the secondary schools.  I have put 
in an extra $30 million for primary schools.  The Government has put in an extra $2.5 million a year for 
maintenance.  That money is available to the system.  What the member is asking me to do is to politically 
interfere.  I cannot do that.  I must have faith in the professionalism of the Department of Education to make the 
assessments of what is required, where and when, and how it can be done.  When the department makes the 
assessments, it is my job to put forward the case at budget meetings.  Believe me, I want to get more money for 
the whole system.  That is my role.  It is not my role to say, “Don’t give money to Attadale Primary School.  
Give it to White Gum Valley Primary School.”  If I were doing that sort of thing, I should be booted out.  I am 
not doing that sort of thing, and I object in the strongest possible terms to the member’s assertions and continual 
ignorant suggestions that I am. 
 


